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Newsletter of the

Centerville’s Vintage Car Talk - July 31

Car restorer and collector Dave Farnham will be hosting a talk about 
finding, collecting and restoring vintage classic cars. He will be joined 
by fellow car collector, Scott Peacock. If you are a car enthusiast, this is 
the event for you. This talk covers the nuts and bolts of finding, evaluat-
ing and economizing when it comes to all things regarding vintage cars.

C O M I N G  E V E N T

Friday, July 31, 4 pm, admission $10 per person
at the museum.



C O M I N G  E V E N T

Cy Whittaker’s Place
A staged reading of the play, written by local playwright  

Jane Hattemer-Stringer adapted from the novel  
“Cy Whittaker’s Place” by Joseph C. Lincoln.

The Centerville Historical Museum
513 Main St. Centerville, MA 

www.centervillehistoricalmuseum.org
508-775-0331

One Night Only
5 pm Wednesday
August 5, 2026

Setting: a Cape Cod village, 1900

Against his parents wishes, young Cy Whittaker ran away to sea. He gained a fortune, had 
adventures and the sea became his home. As a result, his father disinherited him and his mother 
died of grief. He comes to realize the cost of this decision made in his youth. Cy Whittaker returns 

to his Cape Cod village, determined to reclaim his place in the world. It’s not an easy task.   
 

donationsappreciated



C O M I N G  E V E N T S

August Eat, Chat & Learn is coming quickly and you will 
want to come join us Wednesday, August 12, at noon.  A seat at 
the table is $5 come sit with friends, have a bowl of delicious 
vegetable soup from Cape Cod Lobster Roll and listen to our 
next fascinating guest speaker Alice Marcus-Krieg. She is an 
open space planner from our town’s planning and development 
department.

Eat, Chat & Learn - August 12

See you at the table!



F R O M  T H E  C O L L E C T I O N

We again return to our collection to find interesting objects that relate to our nations 
semiquincentennial anniversary. 

Powder Horn from Suncook, New Hampshire c. 1760
This gun powder horn design and inscriptions resemble 
many horns that were made during the American Revolu-
tionary War period.  The horn is inscribed “Liberty - JOHN 
CURRY His Horn, Liberty Arms”, there are many animals 
and centaurs also etch-drawn around the horn. 1972.10.38

Over Under flintlock pistol c. 1770
Made by Nicholson.  “Over Under flintlock pistol.” Wooden stock/
handle.  Engraved on breech lock plate with “Nicholson” in oval 
and crossed flags on one side and London with draped flags on 
other side.  A shamrock is also engraved on the opposite side of 
the key/wedge. Double Barrel. British-made, possibly owned by a 
colonial Loyalists during the revolutionary war era. Engraved on 
breech lock plate with “Nicholson” in oval and crossed flags on one 
side and London with draped flags on the other side.  A shamrock is 
also engraved on the opposite side of the key/wedge. 1972.10.36

English flintlock pistol c. 1780
English flintlock pistol with engraved breech folding trigger 
and safety.   Cross hatched carved wooden handle.  Carving on 
the butt of the handle.  The barrel unscrews. Wheat stock on 
both sides of the lock plate also on bottom and a cross hatched 
carved wooden handle. 1972.10.35

Sword and Scabbard c. 1770
Sword with scabbard given to Augusta K. 
Meigs about 1890 when she was fifteen. It 
was given by her neighbor Mrs. Jacob (Tem-
perance) Lewis. Temperance said it had been 
owned by her Centerville relation George 
Lewis. He carried it when he went to the aid of 
Falmouth when the British were off the coast 
of their shores during the Battle of Falmouth 
on April 2nd, 1779.  2000.856.1ab



C U R R E N T  E X H I B I T

Macknight was a significant American artist yet not without his share of controversy.  Accompanying this ex-
hibit we include one of Macknight’s scrapbooks.  This scrapbook contains newspaper articles, exhibition invita-
tions and personal notes, it dates from 1889 to 1923. Below we share some articles from that scrapbook

Dodge Macknight

Boston Evening Transcript, 1891  NEITHER ART NOR NATURE   To the Editor of the Transcript: 
   The art correspondent of the Herald in the Sunday issue of March 8th, calls Mr. Macknight an “Impressionist of the Impres-
sionist.” If the use of pure prismatic colors in the rendering of nature’s effects is impressionism, then Mr. Macknight, to a slang 
phrase, “doesn’t get there.”  His manner of using complementary colors side by side is brutal in the extreme  ...  Mr. Macknight 
dissects nature and shows the unlucky beholder nothing but the bare quivering blood vessels and tissues. An unpleasant sight.  
It is turning nature wrong side out and exhibiting her to the public and the gaze of the hundreds of art students who are expected 
to fall down and worship.  This work in the exhibition at Messrs. Doll & Richards’ gallery is a libel on the art and nature both ... 
These colors, with purple so strong that it would blind the eyes of an eagle, are supposed to produce the effect of sunlight ...  
Columbus Ave. Boston. Jos. R. Brown

Boston Evening Transcript, 1891  A GRIM NECESSITY    To the Editor of the Transcript:  
   The critic of Mr. Macknight’s pictures in the Saturday Transcript, seemed to use as much color in his language as he attrib-
uted to the painter in his work.  Would it not be wiser for that gentleman to have said that Mr. Macknight’s studies and pictures, 
to him, did not possess certain color harmonies, with which he was familiar? ... The trouble is that too many people approach 
nature in a very cut – and dried sort of a way … Let our judgement be deferred until we know more of art and nature.
Harcourt Studios.  Ross Turner

Boston Evening Transcript, 1891  NIGHTMARE LANDSCAPES   To the Editor of the Transcript: 
   A recent criticism in your paper alluded to the pictures of Mr. Macknight, I believe, as being “neither nature nor art.” Mr. Ross 
Turner, in your last night’s issue, says in defense of Mr. Macknight that “if one sees in his work what is unusual and strange, it is 
none the less an impression of something he sees in nature.” This is equivalent to saying that Mr. Macknight is above criticism, 
that he is justified in claiming immunity from the standard whereby all other artists are judged, namely, the standard of truth and 
beauty.  Mr. Turner’s reference to ‘grim necessity’ we suppose refers to the awful necessity which the artist feels to get rid at 
any price of these chromatic nightmares … the grim part will be experienced by the purchaser when their ‘better selves’ assert 
themselves and the still small voice gets a chance to be heard.  Concord, Mass.  R. J.

VINDICATION 30 YEARS LATER

Boston Evening Transcript, 1923,  By F. W. Coburn
    With an approving letter from President Harding and many other indications of commendations from important persons the 
Copley Society of Boston is making rapid progress in its plans for showing at the Societe Franco-Americaine d’Exhibition in 
Paris next spring groups of water colors by Winslow Homer, John S. Sargent and Dodge Macknight. This exhibition of American 
works bids fair to be a principal event of the present Parisian art season.
    In his letter of commendation President Harding writes:  “My Dear Senator Lodge: I have been much pleased with what you 
told me about the plans for an exposition in Paris, of the works of American water color painters. The interest in the event, as 
signified by the co-operation of eminent art patrons of both France and the United States certainly justifies the hope which I wish 
to express, that it may meet with a notable success.  I would be very glad to have you convey these sentiments to the members 
of the honorary committee. Most sincerely yours, Warren G. Harding”

A key artist in American Post-Impressionism, regarded by his contemporaries as America’s first modernist, and 
‘one of the world’s four greatest modern watercolourist’.  British art critic and historian C. Lewis Hind
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Not a member? Membership expired?
The Centerville Historical Museum is a special place. Consider becoming a member.  If you have vis-
ited our museum, read our newsletters, viewed our website or seen our posts on Instagram, Pinterest 

or videos on YouTube, you will agree that we have many interesting things to offer.  
JOIN NOW - REAP THE BENEFITS! 

Centerville Historical Museum  *  513 Main Street  *  Centerville, MA 02632
508-775-0331 * chsm@centervillehistoricalmuseum.org

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & BENEFITS  

INDIVIDUAL ($35) annually.  Free admission, museum store discounts, newsletters, free or discounted admission to 
events, discounts on workshops, lending privileges of library books.
DUAL/FAMILY ($45) annually.  All the benefits of an Individual membership extended to 2 adults and children under 18 
yrs living in the same household.
PATRON ($80) annually. All the benefits of Dual/Family plus free museum admission for up to 6 guests, ($42 value).
BENEFACTOR ($125) annually. All the benefits of Dual/Family plus free museum admission for up to 10 guests, ($70 value).
BUSINESS GOLD ($150) annually.  Business acknowledged in newsletters, website and web links, plus free museum 
admission and member rates to any museum events for up to 12 guests, ($84 value).
BUSINESS PLATINUM ($200) annually.  Business acknowledged in newsletters, website and web links, plus free mu-
seum admission and member rates to any museum events for up to 15 guests, ($105 value).
SPONSOR ($200) annually.  Recognition in newsletters, printed exhibits material, website and web links. Free admis-
sion to museum and member rates to any museum event for up to 15 guests, ($105 value). 
SUSTAINING ($240) annually or min $20.00 monthly. All the benefits of Dual/Family, and free museum admission and 
member rates to any museum events for up to 20 guests, ($140 value).

J O I N  O U R  M E M B E R S H I P
E N J O Y  T H E  B E N E F I T S

Your friend, relative or neighbor not a member?
Consider giving a gift membership 

Fill in the form below with the information of the person(s) receiving the gift membership. 
Let us know it is a gift membership. We will send them the gift announcement as coming from you. 



See what we are doing: On You Tube, and Pinterest under centerville historical museum and on 
Instagram under centerville_historical_museum.

website: www.centervillehistoricalmuseum.org
email: chsm@centervillehistoricalmuseum.org

address: 513 Main Street, Centerville, MA 02632
Phone: (508) 775- 0331

S U P P O R T E R S

1856 Country Store, Centerville

BK Real Estate Inc.,  Centerville

Cape Cod 5 Saving Bank, Centerville

Cape Cod Package Store, Centerville

Capt. David Kelley House, Centerville

Carol Travers Lummus Prints, Barnstable

Cazeault Roofing & Siding, Osterville

Centerville Civic Association, Centerville

Daily Paper Restaurant, Hyannis

Daniel Lewis Architect, AIA, Centerville

Daniel Schwenk, CPA, Osterville

Dewey Gardens, Centerville

E.J. Jaxtimer Builder, Inc., Hyannis

Fair Insurance Agency, Inc, Centerville

Four Seas Ice Cream, Centerville

Hy-Line Cruises, Hyannis

Hydrangea Gallery & Gifts, Osterville

Joyce Frederick Art, Centerville

La Tanzi, Spaulding, & Landreth, Orleans

Margaret and Carl Hill, Centerville

Scott Peacock Building, Inc, Osterville

Talin Bookbindery, Yarmouth Port

Twins Plumbing, Marstons Mills

Centerville Historical Museum BUSINESS MEMBERS
We wish to acknowledge our current business members and business sponsors

and ask you, our members, to support these businesses that support us.

Become a Business Member, get the benefits, support a great museum.


