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CHM is named #1 Hidden Gem Museum in Massachusetts.

Newsletter of the

Starting the second Tuesday in March, we will 
be bringing back our successful Eat, Chat and 
Learn lunches. More on page 2. 

You can look forward to seeing several new 
exhibits. We will let you know when they open.  
If you have not yet seen our exhibit Ukiyo-e Pictures of the Floating World featuring the delicate 
yet dramatic art of the 19th century Japanese woodblock print, come over before it is replaced with 
the watercolors of the American Post-Impressionist era artist Dodge Macknight.  More about that 
exhibit on page 3. 

We are planning some exciting and informative evening talks this year.  During Centerville’s Old 
Home Week and around the time of our sixth-annual antique car show, two experts will discuss 
the joys and hazards of buying, restoring and maintaining vintage and antique cars. They will also 
answer your questions about modern-day automobiles.  Don’t miss Centerville’s own version of 
Car Talk!

Have an old or historic house?  Ever wonder what to do when it is time for restoration, repair or 
renovation?  Scott Peacock can answer your questions. He has been building, restoring and remod-
eling homes on Cape Cod since the early 1980s and will share his experiences and stories as well 
as answer your questions.  Keep checking back to find out when Scott is scheduled to talk about 
your ‘this old house’.  

In addition, we plan to offer art nights with novice/beginner classes in painting, printmaking and/or 
reverse painting on glass.  

There will be more information to come about these events, and our volunteers are keeping busy 
working on other activities and exhibits. If you would like to become part of the museum experi-
ence, consider volunteering.  History matters.  

Call us at 508 775 0331 or email chsm@centervillehistoricalmuseum.org. 

2026 - A LOOK AHEAD!

What is coming to the museum this year?



E A T  C H A T  A N D  L E A R N 

In 2025, the museum’s Board decided to start a monthly lec-
ture series but wanted it to be not just another lecture series. 
We wanted it to be open to Cape Codders interested in eating 
delicious soup, while chatting with friendly people, while 
learning about fascinating subjects. We wanted to charge a 
minimum fee ($5) to keep it affordable. We started in April. 
Each month thereafter we had a pot of hot soup, tables set up 
cafe style, and a lecturer delighting audiences by sharing his 
or her experiences.

The Lectures

Each month we were so lucky to have “ordinary” people who 
do “extraordinary” work and who were willing to share this 
with us, all on a voluntary basis.
In April, Paul Chesbro talked about the history of Osterville 
families. 
In May, Helen Kosinski discussed communicating with and 
getting to know your pets.
In June, author and historian Nancy Shoemaker shared her 
insights on the historical women of Barnstable.
In July, Ed OToole, a thirty-year teacher of Shakespeare at Barnstable High School, focused on the joy 
and importance of education.
In August, Mark McLaughlin discussed 40 years of lifeguarding at Craigville beach.
In September, Bob Wenger provided a history of Cape Cod maritime shipping.
In October, Bonnie Wenger taught the art of sourdough bread baking.
In November, Jacek Zuzanski, a master puppeteer and founder of Dream Tale Puppets shared his many 
creations and stories.

The Soup

Melissa Clements, chef and owner of Cape Cod Lobster in Onset, prepared the vegetable soup. Everyone 
acclaimed her soup, often requesting a second helping. Melissa also baked delicious cookies each month. 
We are very fortunate she has agreed to continue to be our caterer in 2026.

Volunteers

None of this would have been possible without the museum’s volunteers. They helped set up tables and 
chairs, brought bowls, crackers and other supplies from the kitchen, welcomed audience members, at-
tended the lecture and then afterwards helped clean up our mess.

For 2026?

Same format, caterer, and volunteers, new lecturers. If you missed out on this event this year, don’t make 
that mistake in 2026! It will be a very interesting series, for certain. And we are always looking for new 
lecturers. If you know of anyone on the Cape who has expertise in an interesting field, please contact the 
museum. We will see you on the second Wednesday of each month, starting in March!



C O M I N G  E X H I B I T

DODGE MACKNIGHT 

French Village 1888
Zion Canyon, Utah 1906
Jamaica 1908
Cape St. George, Newfoundland 1915
Bermuda 1921
First Heavy Snow, Cape Cod 1923

The museum will soon be opening our Dodge Macknight exhibit. For 
information on his life and a brief biography, look at our Chequaquet Log 
Newsletter March - April 2025, when we featured him as a Cape Cod no-
table. A link to past newsletters is available at the bottom of our website’s 
home page.  Dodge Macknight is regarded as one of America’s lead-
ing modernists.  He became a significant water colorist, with his works 
prominently featured in both the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, where his work is in the only room in 
the museum named after a contem-
porary artist.  

As a contemporary of and later an equal to John Singer Sargent, Mack-
night’s fame rose during the years directly after the age of impression-
ism, known as the era of Post-Impressionism. He moved to Paris in 
1883, studied art for three years and continued to live in France until 
1890. He and his wife moved to Spain in 1890 and remained there until 
1898, when they then moved to Sandwich, MA.  While living in Sand-
wich, Macknight would take painting trips throughout New England, 
the American west, Jamaica, Bermuda and Newfoundland.

Our exhibit features twelve watercolor paintings and one oil painting. 
The works span his career, from his time in France through his New 
England years to 1923. This exhibit illustrates his initial tenuous ex-
ploration of a bright and loose color palette to the bold, bright assertive 
color palette and confident landscapes that made him famous in the 
1920s, establishing him as a leader of American modernism in the time 
of Post-Impression.



I N T E R E S T I N G  H I S T O R Y
LOST AT SEA

The interesting tasks done in most museums cover a multitude of 
specialties. One that is often a challenge but ultimately very rewarding 
is transcribing old documents. The Centerville Museum is no different. 
We have several volunteers who catalogue hundreds of paper docu-
ments in our archive collection. The following is one such document.  
It records a place and time in maritime history and a specific family 
from Centerville.

Norfolk November 4th - 1827  
M. William Phinney and Wife.
I deem it my duty to write you a line by mail with a heavy heart to 
inform you and your family of the death of your son Joseph by being 
knocked overboard with the helm in scudding of the Schooner under 
two reefs in the foresail and the same in the mainsail running dead a fore 
it winged out. This sad misfortune took place on the 31st of October at 
8 o’clock in the evening, at this time I was in the latitude of 38’ W and 
Long of 74.18’ were near Chincoteaque shoals (Virginia) in 15 fathoms 
of water the wind now blowing fresh from the NE we agreed for Jo-
seph to have the first watch and stand until 10 o’clock and then call me 
which he took the helm from me and steered on his course and in about 
10 minutes as I see everything was safe I went below Henry standing 
with him in his watch.  I just got my clothes off to lay down when Henry 
cried out that the mate was overboard which I ran on deck and also was 
there in two seconds to his assistance.  I now found the Schooner Terra-
pin tow with every thing a back and Henry informed me immediately the 
circumstances as follows. 

By the information I obtained from Henry that the foresail cast a back 
and Joseph called him to take the helm and that he had taken of his tiller 
rope off and came a heavy sea and he was knocked overboard to the lee-
ward now the Schooner had shorn away it gave us a good chance to save 
the dear fellow but he never rose to the top of the water after he was 
knocked over his hat came up on the windward quarter closest to our 
main phalanges and I threw ropes thinking it was him and then threw 
over planks and smaller spars to his assistance but found it all in vain as 
he never rose again.

His time came to a dreadful ending.  Looking out on every quarter for 
sailor Joseph and confident he found our cries on board was great and loud our dog leapt over board and appar-
ently to search for the body and swan around the ship 3 times but was in vain. 

I think my self that by his falling over to the leeward and his hat coming out to the weather that the ship must 
gone over his and by that time his clothes had gotten so full of water that the dear fellow could not rise no more 
he having a great many woolen clothes on and then his heavy jacket buttoned on him tight. Joseph had great 
mourning of his death - his clothing I have taken care of below which I now close my letter to you and your fam-
ily with a water eye 
much your friend Alvan Phinney. (Not related to William Phinney, but an interesting coincidence)



Dear Friend,

The Centerville Historical Museum is a special place and we are asking you to become a member.  If 
you have visited our museum, read our newsletters, viewed our website, or seen postings on 
Instagram, Pinterest, or seen videos on YouTube, I know you will agree that we have many interesting 
things to offer.  JOIN NOW - REAP THE BENEFITS!

Centerville Historical Museum  *  513 Main Street  *  Centerville, MA 02632
508-775-0331 * chsm@centervillehistoricalmuseum.org

Name(s): __________________________________________Tel (         )_____________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________

Email (newsletter and events announcements)  __________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
INDIVIDUAL  ($35.00)_____  DUAL/FAMILY   ($45.00)_____   PATRON  ($80.00)_____	 BENEFAC-
TOR  ($125.00)____  BUSINESS GOLD  ($150.00)____     BUSINESS PLATINUM ($200.00)____  

Please make check payable to: Centerville Historical Museum  
or Charge my membership to: VISA          MASTERCARD
Account# ___________________________________________Expiration Date____________
Signature_________________________________________________
Please detach and return this form with payment

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & BENEFITS  

INDIVIDUAL ($35) annually.  Free admission, museum store discounts, newsletters, free or dis-
counted admission to events, discounts on workshops, lending privileges of library books.
DUAL/FAMILY ($45) annually.  All the benefits of an Individual membership extended to 2 adults 
and children under 18 yrs living in the same household.
PATRON ($80) annually.  All the benefits of Dual/Family plus free museum admission for up to 6 
guests, ($42 value).
BENEFACTOR ($125) annually.  All the benefits of Dual/Family plus free museum admission for up 
to 10 guests, ($70 value).
BUSINESS GOLD ($150) annually.  Business acknowledged in newsletters, website and web links, 
plus free museum admission and member rates to any museum events for up to 12 guests, ($84 
value).
BUSINESS PLATINUM ($200) annually.  Business acknowledged in newsletters, website and web 
links, plus free museum admission and member rates to any museum events for up to 15 guests, 
($105 value).
SPONSOR ($200) annually.  Recognition in newsletters, printed exhibits material, website and web 
links. Free admission to museum and member rates to any museum event for up to 15 guests, 
($105 value). 
SUSTAINING ($240) annually or min $20.00 monthly. All the benefits of Dual/Family, and free mu-
seum admission and member rates to any museum events for up to 20 guests, ($140 value).

Please Print

N O T  A  M U S E U M  M E M B E R ?



MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS

A museum volunteer is a precious commodity for an organization such as ours. In order for this museum to continue its 
well known purpose and reputation, we need enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers to make it function well.  There 
are many aspects needed to fill the role of volunteer, including a love of history, a willingness to interact with others 
and the public, and a sense of humor. Here is a snapshot of volunteers doing what they do best contribute their time and 
talents.

V O L U N T E E R I N G



Centerville Historical Museum BUSINESS MEMBERS

We wish to acknowledge our current business members and business sponsors
and ask you, our members, to support these businesses that support us.

See what we are doing: On You Tube, and Pinterest under centerville historical museum and on 
Instagram under centerville_historical_museum.

website: www.centervillehistoricalmuseum.org
email: chsm@centervillehistoricalmuseum.org

address: 513 Main Street, Centerville, MA 02632
Phone: (508) 775- 0331

S U P P O R T E R S

Become a member, get the benefits, support a great museum.

1856 Country Store, Centerville

BK Real Estate Inc.,  Centerville

Cape Cod 5 Saving Bank, Centerville

Cape Cod Package Store, Centerville

Capt. David Kelley House, Centerville

Carol Travers Lummus Prints, Barnstable

Cazeault Roofing & Siding, Osterville

Daily Paper Restaurant, Hyannis

Daniel Lewis Architect, AIA, Centerville

Daniel Schwenk, CPA, Osterville

Dewey Gardens, Centerville

E.J. Jaxtimer Builder, Inc., Hyannis

Fair Insurance Agency, Inc, Centerville

Four Seas Ice Cream, Centerville

Hy-Line Cruises, Hyannis

Hydrangea Gallery & Gifts, Osterville

Joyce Frederick Art, Centerville

La Tanzi, Spaulding, & Landreth, Orleans

Long Dell Inn, Centerville

Margaret and Carl Hill, Centerville

Scott Peacock Building, Inc, Osterville

Talin Bookbindery, Yarmouth Port

Twins Plumbing, Marstons Mills


